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Program Note

Lift up my Hands to You (2003/ Rev. 2005) for Four Hands for Piano was commissioned by two pianists,
Prof. Paul Hoffmann (Faculty at Rutgers University) and Jinny Park. The world premiere was performed at
3:00 p.m. on Sunday July 27, 2003 at Te Deum , the composer's Composition Concert in East Brunswick
NIJ. She recieved the inspiration of this particular title from her parents whom she respects more than any
one else in the world. She wants to lift up her hands to God and her parents with full gratitude. This piece
was originally written in AA’BB’ form with only one of three octatonic scales and revised 2004. The
2004 version was premiered by Anastasia Markina and Scott Marosek at the University of North Texas on
Tue. April 13, 2004. It was polished and revised in 2005 with three Octatonic scales (C-C#-D#-E etc.).
The A section starts with strong and dark clusters followed by rhythmic and percussive gesture whose
texture gets thicker toward the end of the A’ section. Also, the B section is characterized by melodic lines
of polyphonic composition technique, which is one of significant elements in this entire piece. The
aggressive and rhythmic passage is unceasingly maintained with a fast melodic motion in B’. She
dedicates this piece to her parents Nak Joong Choi and Hyo Sook Choi.
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